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Brinkley, William Don’t Near the Water 
Random House. July 16, 1956. 373p. $3.95. 


This very slight and extremely fluffy novel, com- 
posed loosely knit series episodes dealing with 
the life and actions unit naval Public Relations 
the fictitious South Pacific island Tulura, 
toward the end the Japanese War. innocent 
combat duty they were any naval training, the 
characters involved are more concerned with advancing 
their own interests and protecting their own positions 
than they are with any aspect the war. 


The central character Ensign Max Siegel, ivy-league 
and intended financier who 
distorting almost every situation remedy for his 
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unhappiness not getting into active naval duty. Not 
that had distort already distorted situations 
any great extent, since the unit with which was 
working could best described the vernacular 
“screwball.” From the CO, 
Nash, (known Old Marblehead), the juniormost 
ensign they were all odd fellows, indeed. 


The incidents woven together into the novel are such 
these: fake Japanese raid which removed officer 
from date that woman-hungry enlisted man could 
make time with Navy nurse; the blackmailing 
obnoxious correspondent extricate from him thou- 
sand-dollar bill used replacing bombed out 
Tuluran school; the education David Farragut Jones 
the typical sailor for tour war plants promis- 
ing him his pick Hollywood beauties; and others 
like caliber. These are woven around the successful 


mur- 
-218, 
tricky 
and 


love story Max Siegel and Melora Alba, teen-age children are members gang motorcycle hampe 
girl. marauders who specialize mugging, blackmarket and 
Intended broadly farcical satire, the book comes murder. The love element, (technically speaking—the 
mother “loves” her star boarder; one the daughters 
raphy. The characters are completely obsessed with 
sex and have only amoral, naturalistic attitude to- focuses Krista, adopted daughter the But wit 
book completely unsuitable for any class reader. his that precipitates the climax 
this gear-stripping melodrama. gave 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. Whatever appeal this novel has comes from the in- 
trinsic interest its foreign material. The action and 
characters suffer from acute hyperbole, the style from 
Faviell, Frances House the bad case bromide poisoning. Except two 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. July 1956. 253p. $3.50. three glancing passages, the author does not atomize 
Although genre not “whodunit,” this novel sex element. 
big mystery me. More precisely, could not fathom Thomas Rowan, 
how the book—a case-study dull, insensitive writing St. Mary’s College, the 
style—managed get the blue-pencil picket the Northeast, Pennsylvania 
publishing company’s fiction department. came Mr. For. 
with the only possible explanation could imagine: The Age Fighting Sail 
the topical material the story—the jungle juvenile 
deemed interesting enough excuse the style. This This well-known English sea-novelist, now transplanted 
material, course, well sauced with sex, adultery, Berkeley, California, offers herein the sixth book 
satyriasis, and plug-ugly “love among the ruins” the “Mainstream America Series’ under the 
have met unquestionably better writing some the issued the declaration war eliminate impress 
pariah plups and can prose ment, violation American territorial waters, and 
college freshmen whose wor ades, embargoes, and other restraints “Free Trade ther 
gestion would shame Miss Faviell bac Sailor’s Rights.” These were the express objectives 
perfunctory scribblers where she presently belongs. stated Madison’s messages Congress; but 
The author’s word-sense seems for the most part both Madison and Jefferson indicated that 
dead. The key words her vocabulary here are they hoped add Canada the federation states Gaiser, 
“terror,” “horror,” and “violence,” which, with their and even subjugate England, that her government Pantheon. 
adjectival and adverbial derivatives, she uses respec- could “liberalized” and the blessings freedom Nearly 
tively 92, 57, and times. She supplements these brought the world. Truly this was strange 
other overwrought rubberstamp words. Somebody sure- dom should declare war upon the one nation which was can recs 
slipped emetic into the kaffeeklatsch, too, because alone that time fighting for world freedom against twelve 
stock response characters grow pale, be- the planned world domination totalitarian Bona thousand 
come sick and nauseated. These overstatements ber th: 
page after page, especially the more did puny America hope achieve these objec But few 
scenes chapters XXV XXX. tives against Great Britain which had for years main the proble 
Then there the matter the author’s triteness. tained, not only armies the field, but also the world’s 
long queue those notorious cliches, stencilled phrases fleets the seas. The Navy had been through 
and prefabricated figures which high school composition limited Congress gunboats for coastal defense, the 
standards have banished into literary exile seem with few sloops-of-war and frigates. The Fortresses 


found sanctuary Miss Faviell’s syntax. Here are just 
few swatches her stylistic shoddy: “her winged 
feet,” “died thousand deaths,” “anxious expectancy,” 
heartstrings,” “gorge rose,” “face cherubic 
charm,” “curly hair burnished gold,” “delights 
amatory dalliance,” “church spires like twin fingers 
pointing God.” Every page offers few samples. 
This “effortless prose” boasted the jacket proves 
nothing more than rhinestone rhetoric. Such 
irresponsible banality rides tandem with exaggerated 
characterization. readily associate Miss Faviell’s half- 
amok characters with the scene-chewing school 
acting. 

The novel deals with dour Nazi war veteran, his 


nymphomaniac wife, and their roiling brood eleven 
requisitioned house the Rhine. Four the 


Army was undermanned and undertrained. flig 


British, under General Brock, made disastrous rout tangs. 
the first invasion Canada, and thereafter the Army the Ger 
played minor role save stiffened the militia Gai 

Baltimore and New Orleans. But two things America 
had: the heavy frigate, with capable officers and sailors 
man it; and the privateer. These could and did 


destroy the legend British naval supremacy and 
wreaked sufficient damage British commerce send 
insuranec rates higher than ever they had before been. 


Rodgers, Decatur, and Hull, naval commanders, 
and Joseph Humphrey’s yard designer and builder 
the heavy American frigates Mr. Forester gives majot 
credit for the efficiency the ships which defeated the 
British numerous single-ship actions, thereby 
American morale and straining British resources, 
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hampering Wellington his Portuguese and Spanish 
campaigns. The exploits these men and the ships, 


Constitution, United States, President, Peacock, Hornet, 
and Wasp, are fully described and their significance 
explained. 
and But with Napoleon’s post-Russian collapse, Britain was 
der’s devote ships and armies the American war 
and, 1814, had succeeded dealing series blows 
imax which convinced Madison that the war was lost. 
gave instructions the peace commissioners yield 
ine even the vital point impressment. 
and victory Lake Erie, Cochran’s withdrawal 
from from Baltimore, McDonogh’s victory Lake Cham- 
ending the possibility British invasion from 
Canada, Wellington’s refusal assume command, and 
the Napoleonic resurgement led rapid conclusion 
stalemate peace which permitted each country 
end the war without loss “face,” but without the 
mia achievement objectives. 
Mr. Forester has written interesting and creditable 
Sail book, sans footnotes and with little documentation, yet 
interestingly readable history combined with fascinating 
insight into motives, mechanics, modes operation 
naval warfare. tells his story throughout from the 
standpoint the leaders action. Little attention 
paid armies; they are considered only their role 
affected naval operations. Constantly the author 
press the role played imponderables, accidents, 
and fortune deciding individual achievements; 
then their role deciding the war. The book 
read all with profit and pleasure. 
that 
Gaiser, Gard The Last Squadron 
Pantheon. July 6,1956. $3.50. 
Nearly every adult the United States who lived 
through the days the Second World War can re- 
member the gradual build air power England, 
was can recall the growth that power from 
against twelve plane raid 1942 the gigantic power the 
thousand plane attacks 1944 and 1945. mem- 
ber that Eighth Air Force recall most vividly. 
objec few ever got think about the other side 
the problem, the story the fearful power the Luft- 
been through 1943, and that smashed itself death against 
efense, the deadly fire power the massed formations 
The Fortresses and Liberators, was hunted down the 
The deadly flights overwhelming Thunderbirds and Mus- 
tangs. This the story the air war from the side 
Army the Germans, the story slow death. 
was pilot during the war. has chosen 
tell the story his own squadron—or similar one— 
and has chosen wisely. the story one squadron 
which flew the northern protective routes over con- 
skirting the coast, until the presence Fortresses 
over Fortress Europe demanded that they shipped 
south protect the home front. This interesting 
anders, story. 
But Gaiser much better than mere historian, 
paltry master fiugres map. has told this 
the stories the men who made that Air Force 


move, the brave young men who were like our own 


Gaiser Davis 
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brave young men, the old soldiers who knew that the 
most important thing any war was keep the paper 
work straight and pass the buck the duffer who 
was willing stand bravely under the inexorable pres- 
sure red tape. also the story death, and death 
touching the squadron itself well the lonely 
woman left behind with the memory husband who 
should never have gotten plane, but who had 
die because could not stay out one. 


This not great book. seems that the 
short space allowed himself, Gaiser has attempted 
tell too much story. But good book. Gaiser 
certainly knew the war, and knows men. His por- 
traits are drawn carefully and well. The people the 
novel are flesh and blood, and there are passages 
moving prose this book that stop you cold you 
move through. will probably have limited appeal, 
among the men the nation, but they will remember 
this book afterwards walk with good writer. The 
translation excellent. 
Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Davis, Julia 
Rinehart. July 314p. $3.75. 


Eagle the Sun the author’s third book about the 
More specifically, concerned with 
Angus and his son, Junius, newly out West Point, 
who left their Shenandoah Valley home 1846 join 
the expedition leading the Mexican War. Describ- 
ing, the one hand, the skirmishes, marches and 
hardships which the troops engaged and endured, 
unfolds, the other, letters from Angus’ wife, Lucy, 
the life the family home. Thus there emerges 
twofold picture—that the nation’s confused thinking 
and lines action this international conflict, and 
that the problems, struggles and tension the Mac- 
household. would seem have been family 
which conjugal and filial love were not the dominant 
forces. strike this reader being somewhat 
proud, haughty and selfish. And over the home hung 
cloud friction which the question slavery 
played major part. But two years separation ap- 
parently have brought husband and wife 
gether upon his return. However, the war cost them 
their son, who had married and left with child his Mexi- 
can bride, Alegria. 

Nothing beyond the ordinary its literary and enter- 
tainment value, Eagle the Sun further marred 
the moral lapses this romantic episode. Having been 
helped Junius escape, Alegria insists that be- 
come Catholic before they are married. Until such 
time they simply behave though they were already 
husband and wife. Refusing have the ceremony 
delayed when informed the pastor the necessary 
preliminary instructions, Junius forces, the point 
his revolver, young assistant priest perform the 
marriage. There even mention his going con- 
fession. That only part it. However, would 
seem suffice order indicate how pathetically 
confused and distorted the author’s ideas Catholicism 
really are. The purpose such glaring 


Eagle the Sun 


knows? They certainly not add one iota story 
which feeble enough its own right. 


Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 


New York 71, New York 
CLUE-WORKS 


John Coppinger, Contributing Editor 


Cooke, David (Ed.) 
Best Detective Stories the 


Dutton. June 27, 1956. 

vice various and sundry people the literary game. 
What most glaring the usual collection is, invari- 
ably, the title. qualifications; the editor—in ninety- 
nine anthologies out one hundred—states boldly 
“the best.” What actually means that these were 
some (of possibly many) which read and enjoyed 
the most. 

This, the eleventh annual collection mystery stories, 
case point. Cooke (who he?) has put between 
covers twelve short stories. liked them; states they 
were the best. Despite the sweeping claim, some are 
actually quite good. Such old timers Craig Rice, 
Burnham Carter, William Fay, Rufus King are repre- 
sented. But there are good performances such ac- 
complished newcomers Evan Hunter, Stanley Ellin, 
Fred Levon. The type ranges from the hard-boiled, 
well plotted melodrama the revealing character- 
situation sketch The New Yorker). 


Rhode, John Death Artist 

Dodd, Mead. June 252p. $2.95. 

Cuthbert Ditcheat, quiet and unobtrusive artist, 

found dead old chicken house Grace Merrow. 

She was looking for her dog. The local constabulary 

require the assistance Inspector Waghorn the 
Yard. And where Waghorn goes, there goes the ubi- 
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quitous Dr. Priestley offer his attenuated sententious- College 
ness—and eventually help Waghorn solve the case, Three-fo 
Like all Rhode mysteries this another leisurely paced 
study life the English countryside. Rambling and 
drawn out, Rhode mystery like walk with little the conse 
child: many stops along the way, many them incon- (The 
sequential and meaningless (in the total construct for 
the story). raphies. 
character 
Gault, William Campbell Day the Ram very 
Random House. July 16, 1956. 215p. $2.95. The 
Gault’s private eyes are always modestly tough: they nal the 
usually abhor violence but when they meet they can 
usually hold their own. This time, ex-guard the 
Los Angeles Rams, Brock the Rock Callahan called Means, 
some bodyguard work for Johnny Quirk, new 
quarterback star. Despite Rock’s good intentions Johnny 
murdered; the only person who might have 
been able name the murderer. Callahan must said 
probe deeply into the background rich and talented did occasi 
young man, trying find motive for the killer. They wer 
It’s interesting and somewhat involved web materials 
cumstances which Gault weaves bring his murderer 
justice. One item curiosity: Gault’s consistent 
picturization police officials being surly, unpleasant, and write 
and frequently corrupt. Wonder why? her 
days there 
YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor childhood 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College plans for 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
book Specially Recommended This anc 
book Recommended Americ: 
Macmillan. May 1956. 206p. drawings, photogs. $3.50. down 
drama 


Not guide book, the author warns his Foreword, 


and not the whole account, but overview types nters for 


travel, 
the furbearers the United States today. These are 
grouped according the hoofed, carnivorous, aquatic, they 
and “unusual” (i.e., opossum, armadillo, peccary, the 


preliminary chapter makes clear the author’s theme: 
These animals exist today, whereas others not, 
cause their superior brains enabled them adapt their 
body structures, locomotion and food-getting skills 
conditions air, land and water surrounding them. 
The final chapter interesting glimpse the 
mestic lives these animals. dozen books for further 
reading, and about half that number magazines, are 
suggested and provocatively described the bibliog 


young girl 


llustrated 


Here are 
ideas 


raphy. The index arranged according species camp, 
Easy and pleasant reading for junior high and up. Mis: 

Lomask, Milton John Carroll, Bishop and Patriot part 
Illustrated Joshua Tolford. May 21, 1956. with 
183p. $1.95. (Vision Books) chan 
Lacking authentic data Bishop Carroll’s early years Most the 
the author resorted Churchill’s Richard 
records the Carroll family (Charles Carrolton, 
particularly), the Hughes article French education easy 


American Catholic children (American 
tical Review, XXIX, 1903), two accounts the Jesuit 


College St. Omer—and his own imagination. 
Three-fourths the book given the years thus 
imaginatively treated, from 18. The remain- 
ing pages concentrate upon the famous visit Canada, 
the consecration bishop and the Philadelphia schism. 
(The treatment the last item inadequate prepara- 
tion for later reading the Melville and Guilday biog- 
character delineation, clarifying the achievements 
patient, selfless, far-sighted and wise administrator 
Ram very critical period American Church history. 
The portrait the cover sad travesty the origi- 
nal the Georgetown collection. 
the 
Means, Florence Crannell 
Knock the Door, Emmy 
hnny Paul Lantz. Houghton. May 1956. 240p. 
$2.75. 
must said they were not migrant workers, even they 
did occasionally work the beets lemons dates. 
They were peddlers willow and oak baskets, the 
for which they picked they drove from 
village village old truck which held all their 
possessions. Though Emmy had not learned read 
istent write until after she was nine, fierce determination 
her school thereafter, week here, two-three 
days there, few months some place else. When she 
was and looked like she might marry Andrés 
Lucero, Spanish migrant, consented her and 
Ma’s staying the winter Glen Lake, Colorado, Ma’s 
childhood town. There Emmy and Phil Carter made 
plans for Colorado Aggies after high school graduation. 
This another Mrs. Means’ sympathetic portrayals 
American minority groups. She handles skillfully 
without condemnation condescension the type which 
down roots; and without resorting melo- 
drama shows the potential dangers which surround the 
for such workers and the roads which they 
Best all, through Emmy she quietly brings 
home young readers 12-15 the priceless advantage 
they have convenient, inexpensive schooling. Easy 
the book may induce change heart some 
young girl who thinks she wants quit school. 
them. Margaret Fun and Games 
llustrated Julianne. May 23, 1956. 329p. 
are hundreds new, exciting games, stunts and 
ideas for every occasion and age-group. Whether 
species. camp, school, home gatherings, picnics church 
Miss Mulac has suitable scheme for well- 
and fun-filled recreation. Perhaps the best 
the collection its adaptability many 
Patriot parties outings. For these are simple games 
1956. with the slight alteration direction prop, 
changed from picnic birthday party fun, etc. 
Most them are fresh and original, with the wise 
Carvel, few the greatest favorites the past. 
short sentences make the directions clear 
easy follow. The more complicated are accom- 
line drawings. call for simple and inex- 
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clothes line, tin cans most desirable feature looked 
for every recreation director and camp counselor. 


The only criticism which can made the book 
that there not more it. More run-and-hide games, 
more motion games (especially for teen-agers and 
adults), and section water games and races. These 
would appreciated the camp program director 
constantly the look-out for such rare materials, and 
responsive the freshness and sparkle Miss Mulac’s 
suggestions. 

The book fun, it’s rich with new ideas card games, 
singing games, active and quiet games, paper-and-pencil 
games, suggestions for bazaars, fairs and progressive 
parties, every one practical, workable and fully indexed. 
book which every recreational leader, party giver, 
and camp counselor will find great asset toward 
more vital and enjoyable program. 


Jane Sexton, 

Junior Camp Program Director, 
Scranton Girls’ Scout Camp, 
Kingsley, Pennsylvania 


Nye, Harriet Kamm Wishing Star 
Dodd. Apr. 27, 1956. 246p. $2.75. 

Partly escape her new step-family and the sight 
her mother’s happiness, Betsy Emmons, who suffer- 
ing older girl’s rather natural reaction her mother’s 
remarriage after years widowhood, takes job 
counselor girls’ summer camp. Responsibility for 
her charges and attempt understand two who are 
problems gradually wean her from her egoism, thereby 
enabling her resolve her own struggle and accept 
her new family wholeheartedly. The author writes 
well and from personal experience camp life and 
counseling, and presents realistic assortment more 
less likeable characters. High school girls who are 
still Cavanna and Emry fans camp addicts will enjoy 
this brisk story camp life with its pleasing but muted 
note romance and its undercurrent excitement 
nocturnal prowler, and they may well profit from its 
undisguised but not “preachy” lesson unselfishness. 


Sister Agnese, 
St. Ann’s Academy, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 


Offord, Lenore Glen Enchanted August 
Bobbs. May 23, 1956. 245p. $2.75. 

The Oregon Shakespeare Festival framework for 
story concerned with delightful 12-year-old girl whose 
cherished plans for happy summer the town she 
loved best were ruined because everybody the town 
was submerged Festival doings. Laurieann, 
Shakespeare was educational and bore. But she en- 
joyed being the midst things: running errands for 
spoiled youth whose sister fell love with “Marcus 
Brutus,” running interference for the sister and her 
lover, helping her mother cook for two actors who 
rented rooms her house, and finally her amaze- 
ment doing bit part Caesar and actually 
coming know what that play about. 


Characters are lightly sketched but consistent, indi- 
vidual and believable. Human values are sound. 


150 


Laurieann’s stage success adequate for her satisfaction 
but not improbably so. dry humor lightens the 
pages. And the whole makes good introduction 
the Bard’s own version Julius Caesar met the 
ninth grade many schools, acknowledging does 
that many adults find dull places. 


Rhoads, Dorothy The Corn Ripe 
Jean Charlot. Viking. Apr. 


Striking and harmonious illustrations are integral 
part this sensitive, sympathetic story modern 
Yucatan boy 12, lazy and well-intentioned, whom 
his father’s accident suddenly makes the man the 
family. His was then the task burning the bush and 
making the precious corn crop. wealth factual 
information incorporated into the short tale—fiesta 
observances, daily living, the admixture Christian 
and pagan their religious beliefs (indeed, not 
the special novena Holy Cross prayers San 
Diego which bring the much needed rains, the 
ancient sacrifice the rain gods, the Chacs.) The 
setting beautifully portrayed, and the characters 
stand out colorful relief. glossary gives pronuncia- 
tion and definition Spanish, Mayan and Mexican 
words used the text. For 5-8th grades. 


Ross, Ishbel 

Angel the Battlefield; The Life 

Clara Barton 
Harper. May 305p. photogs. $4.00. 
Written for adults from the voluminous documents 
contributed the Library Congress Barton heirs 
and friends, this biography the founder the Ameri- 
can Red Cross has great deal offer older high school 
students. There the story Clara Barton herself, 
the morbidly timid child who nursed her sick brother 
devotedly for two years, taught school and sub- 
dued the bullies that school, and the time the 
Civil War broke out had become clerk the Patent 
Office. From April, 1861, until her death 1812 she 
was scarcely ever out the public eye. Soldiers 
Bull Run, Antietam, Fredericksburg and other battle 
fields blessed her for food, nursing and transportation 
back the lines; their relatives depended her for 
news their deaths. Germany gave her the Cross 
Baden for services the Franco-Prussian War. And 
every American serviceman today can thank her for 
persuading the State Department, reluctant engage 
“foreign entanglements,” sign the Geneva Treaty 
which gave part the International Red Cross. 
The sections dealing with this phase our international 
relations illuminating. Equally informative are the 
chapters dealing with individuals, incidents and back- 
ground the Civil War. For the many calls that will 
come from students with papers write and reports 
make this 75th anniversary year the American 
Red Cross, this helpful book have the library 


shelves. 
Sister Nazarene, 
Division Social Sciences, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Rhoads Ross Scharbach Shaffer Shipton 
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Scharbach, Alexander The Gold Rac 
Gerald McCann. Dodd. Apr. 
3.00. 


Vouched for friend Jim Stewart, famous wagon 
train leader, newly-orphaned Pete Norris 
“Rawhide”) and younger brother Joey join 
bound train. Stewart “aims” race all other teams 
the goldfields, and despite nasty trick that delays 
him makes good his boast along the 2000-mile 
made grim abandoned supplies and wagons, lonely 
graves, rotting corpses men and beasts, and rendered 
hazardous mountains, rivers and desert. 
swaggering, headstrong Pete abandons the train, Joe 
suffers agonies fear. trail’s end, after 
and anxieties, the will-of-the- wisp gold first elude 
the boys, but story’s end finds them fortunately, 
credibly, reunited and headed for San Francisco. 


The author has understandable interest this sag 
American history, since three uncles emigrated from 
Germany seek the rumored fabulous gold. write 
good, suspenseful story, based authentic account, 
well-told, clean and wholesome, with well-drawn 
characters, which sure interest junior high 


older boys. 
Sister Agnese, 


The Lost One 
May 22, 1956 


Robert 

Illustrated Artur Marokvia. 
223p. $2.75. 

Postwar Greece rehabilitating her 
grieving for the more than 25,000 others abducted 
the setting for this effective story 
the junior high age. Central figure the 
almost 13-year-old son American Army coupk 
stationed Athens. Pivot his universe 
colored Boxer bought his father from unknom 
soldier, and looked askance his mother. 
dog which helps the identification young 
girl whose brother has been taken into the 
home. 


Warm its picture family life, understanding 
what makes young boys tick but not sentimental abou 
it, admiring Greece’s great history and present 
age, and deft selection just enough local 
this should popular with both boys and girls. Sine 
the successful recovery the young Greek will 
anticipated young readers (and enjoyed all the 
for this reason), the author was doubly skillful pre 
paring unexpected and moving surprise the 
his book, and handling dramatically. is? 
former Department State employee post-wa 
Greece, who will remembered for his very 
story the gazelle Saudi-Arabia, Skeeter. 


Holt. 


Shipton, Eric Men Against 
Prentice-Hall. May 1956. 161p. maps, 
photogs. $2.75. 


Easier reading than Micheline Morin’s Everest and 
detailed than that book Wibberley’s Epics 
the author’s own book for adults, this nevertheles 
summary the subject, from the discovery 

the highest mountain the success the 1953 
tion climbing it. There probably quite much 
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the story here many young people care read. 
Business-like its treatment, the account does not stop 
over personalities natives and not all over 
fora and fauna, though the dangers and discomforts 
the climbs are not minimized. occasional minor 
detail comes through which has not been covered 
other books, drawn undoubtedly from the writer’s par- 
some the expeditions. High tribute 
pid the unfortunate Mallory whose 1924 expedition 
Throughout, the point made that earlier 
attempts might have succeeded (and perhaps the 1924 
did) weather conditions had been different. 
appendix describes the food and equipment found 
mountain climbing, and the effects 
frostbite. glossary defines typical mountaineering 
terms. 


Stolz, Mary The Day and the Way Met 
Harper. Apr. 11,1956. 249p. $2.50. 

The author has probably written more competent 
its understanding adolescent reluctance 
responsibility and grow than this account 
Julie Conner (of the motherless Conners Ready 
Not), left make home for her kindly, in- 
father and her rudderless 13-year-old brother 
Ned, after Morgan has married and left the family for 
home. With neither home-making nor house- 
talents, Julie yearns for the love the much 
Geoffrey, but reluctant break off with Piggy 
because the latter convenient have around. Mean- 
while the little family drifts apart. High point 
undramatic book Ned’s theft cheap fountain 
pen from the local ten-cent store,on dare from his 
and his turning Julie for comfort and reassur- 
ance. 


The dialog photographically real and natural (in the 
Ned, sometimes uncomfortably so). The char- 


are sympathetically drawn, however wavering 


they are shown be. Family relationships are sound. 
occasional inconsistency (e.g., Morgan’s rich in-laws 
the same building with the much poorer Con- 


poor neighborhood) will noted. More 


than this, however, the solution offered for 

Returning the pen might get Ned trouble 

ake his father and Morgan unhappy, since 

realizes the store people are not child psychologists 

might not understand Ned, she advises him 

“The thing’s done. isn’t 
thing you’d again. Throw out.” 


Robert 

Steady You Go; Jack Powell’s Adventures 

with the Coast and Geodetic Survey 
Dodd. June 11, 1956. 306p. $3.00. 
retired rear admiral who was appointed 
the Service 1950, the information his 
unquestionably authentic. follow his ficti- 
hero from summer assignment lightkeeper 
survey party northern Wisconsin, through his 
year and football stardom the University 
(which includes brief visit the Survey 
Washington, C.), through appoint- 
probationary ensign and junior engineer 


Stolz Studds Trease Webb 


survey Arizona, Utah and New Mexico, and later 
with the crew the Hydrographer along the Atlantic 
Coast and Gulf Mexico, ending his first year’s work 
with the crew the Patton southeast Alaska. Re- 
wards consist promotion lieutenant junior grade, 
and citation and gold medal from the Department 
Commerce for foiling the activities spy ring. 


The story framework weakened stilted dialog, 
melodramatic plot, and cardboard figures whose re- 
actions are those much younger boys. The blocks 
data geodesy, while necessary, slow the narrative 
badly. Best feature the book stirring account 
hurricane the Gulf Mexico. 


Trease, The Young Traveler Greece 
Edited Margaret Hodges; sketches Donald Lambo. 
Dutton. Apr. 30, 1956. 191p. map, photogs. $3.50. 
(Young Traveler series) 
Trease, Geoffrey 

The Young Traveler India and Pakistan 
Edited Elsie Church; sketches Rus Anderson. Dut- 
ton. Apr. map, photogs. $3.50. Young 
Traveler series) 
The best the half dozen volumes from this series 
which this reader has seen date. (At present, there 
are all.) Using the series pattern teen-age 
boy and girl (at least one them American) and 
their parents other adult relatives visit 
given country, information provided about the history 
and culture, present-day religion, politics, resources and 
industries that country. Less self-conscious the 
story framework and less obvious conveying informa- 
tion than the earlier books, these newest titles have 
adequate plots, likable young people for main char- 
acters, and interesting contrasts between old and new 
conditions the two countries described. Each has 
index and short glossary. The fact that both coun- 
tries are vital part the world picture today reason 
enough for adding the books the library collection. 
addition, the volume Greece should have some 
usefulness for the first-year class the Greek language. 


Webb, Nancy, and Webb, Jean Francis 
The Hawaiian Islands: From Monarchy 
Democracy 

Isami Kashiwagi. Viking. May, 1956. 262p. 


remarkably fine job condensing the history 
Hawaii from about 1000 A.D. Congressional rejec- 
tion the measure for statehood, 1955. Hawaii’s his- 
tory colorful the islands themselves, and this 
briskly paced narrative helps the reader capture bits 
that past. Events such the discovery the islands 
Captain Cook, 1778; their unification under King 
Kamehameha 1810; and the arrival the first Ameri- 
can missionaries decade later are but few the 
events that will fascinate younger readers. particu- 
lar interest the mature treatment the high-handed 
action few Americans (aided the Consul 
Honolulu) who deposed the rightful ruler Hawaii, 
1893, and then attempted secure annexation the 
United States. President Cleveland receives his meed 
praise from the authors for his unsuccessful attempts 
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prevent the United States from becoming the receiver 
stolen goods. 


There are some wonderful vignettes famous indi- 
viduals Hawaiian history, such that King Kame- 
hameha (the lonely one), and Alexander and Emma, 
Hawaii’s equivalent Victoria and Albert. meet 
Professor John Anderson, the “Wizard the 
North,” who taught Kamehameha the practical joke 
the electric-shock handshake, well famous visi- 
tors the islands such Edwin Booth, Mark Twain, 
Joaquin Miller, Robert Louis Stevenson, Father Joseph 
Damien, and Queen Victoria’s son, the Duke Edin- 
burgh. Then there was Henri Berger, Kaiser 
helm I’s former assistant bandmaster, who organized 
the Royal Hawaiian Band and wrote number works 
for the Hawaiians including “Hawaii Ponoi,” the na- 
tional anthem. 


Format considerably enhanced number fine 
books for supplementary reading, and appendix con- 
taining chronologies rulers, population figures and 
outstanding events. One major drawback lies the 
fact that the book contains only one very small map, 
and that connection with the attack Pearl Harbor. 
Larger maps showing terrain would have made ideal 
end-papers and given more meaning places men- 
tioned the text. Another serious drawback the 
lack glossary Hawaiian names, any guide 
their pronunciation. Young readers will inclined 


BEST SELLERS 
University Scranton 


SCRANTON PENNSYLVANIA 
Return Postage Guaranteed 


Providence 
Providence, 


Library 
Rhode 


Best 


skip over the challenging array letters such 
Kamehameha (Ka ah) and miss good 
bit the lilt the Hawaiian language. But spite 
these omissions the authors have given 
sound and readable history which has captured 
the lore, music, color and esprit the 


Islands. 
Harold Langley, 
Division Social Sciences, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Wyler, Rose, and Ames, Gerald 

The Story the Ice Age 
Pictures Thomas Voter. Harper. May 1956. 
maps. $2.50. 
Within the grasp 5-6th grades, and easy 
reading for junior high, this account the nature 
glaciers, the four known ice ages, the distribution 
animals and humans during the glacial periods, th: 
Eskimo ice culture, and the prospect future ice age, 
simply, clearly and entertainingly presented. bit 
more space given the glacial history New York 
State and its environs than other parts the United 
States and the rest the world, but the data are con 
crete and more less applicable general conditions 
Informal and easy, this “you” book whose 
content improved vivid, boldly 
drawings. 


Entered Second-Class Matter 
Scranton, Penna. 
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